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Dear Friends and Colleagues,

Welcome from the Executive Director

i

Welcome to Nashville for the 29th National Writing Project  
Annual Meeting—a meeting that represents the rich and diverse 
work of writing project sites across the network. 

Our meeting offers a generous array of site development work-
shops on Thursday and Friday, workshops for technology liaisons 
on Friday, and a strand of sessions led by NWP teachers at the 
NCTE Annual Convention on Saturday. We hope that you will 
join us to meet and reconnect with colleagues from across the 
country at the Thursday evening reception hosted by NWP’s 
special-focus networks and again on Friday evening at our annual 

NWP Social. At this Annual Meeting we also debut NWP’s newest book, Writing for a Change, 
which is a testament to the power of writing as a tool for developing critical thinking skills in all 
subject areas, facilitating students’ engagement in their own learning, and empowering students to 
effect positive change in their schools and communities. 

Thanks to the daily commitment and unfailing vision of writing project directors and teacher- 
leaders, the writing project continues to build its reputation as this country’s leading force in the 
effort to improve student writing and learning. We should all be proud of what we have accom-
plished this year, in our individual classrooms, at every site, and across the network. The NWP  
Annual Meeting is our chance to celebrate those accomplishments and to take advantage of the 
best our network has to offer—the opportunity to learn from each other in order to support all 
students as writers and learners.

Sincerely,

Richard Sterling, Executive Director 
on behalf of the NWP community
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Meeting Reference Information

NWP Annual Meeting

NCTE Convention

NWP Central

Airport Marriott, ballroom foyer

Hours: Thursday and Friday, 7:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m. 
(Sales table open until 7:00 p.m.)

The National Writing Project welcomes all Annual Meeting 
participants to visit NWP Central in the ballroom foyer of the 
Nashville Airport Marriott on Thursday and Friday. Sign in and 
post a dot on the map for your site. Pick up a meeting packet 
and a nametag. At NWP Central you can also collect national 
program information, buy NWP books and T-shirts, and meet up 
with your colleagues.

 
Meals

Complimentary coffee and snacks will be provided at the Airport 
Marriott on Thursday and Friday, and at the Willis Conference 
Center on Friday. Box lunches will be available for purchase at the 
Marriott on Thursday and Friday, and at the Willis on Friday for 
those attending the technology liaison workshops.

Location

NWP events will take place at the Nashville Airport Marriott 
(“Airport Marriott”) and the Willis Conference Center (“Willis”). 
Both venues are located in a business park near the Nashville 
Airport. See the back of this booklet for maps and floor plans.

 
Transportation

As most participants will be staying at the Gaylord Opryland 
Hotel and Convention Center, frequent free shuttles are provided 
between the Opryland and the Airport Marriott from 7:00 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m. on Thursday and Friday. Once at the Airport Marriott, 
participants attending sessions at the Willis Conference Center 
can take another shuttle between the two locations.

The NWP shuttles are provided by Gaylord Opryland Hotel and 
Convention Center and will have a sign in the front window  
saying “NWP.” Buses will depart from the Presidential Portico,  
Level 2, at Opryland. At the Airport Marriott and Willis Confer-
ence Center, the buses will stop at the main entrances. Buses will 
leave at 15-minute intervals, with added runs at peak times.

NWP Booth at NCTE

Opryland Convention Center, Ryman Exhibit Hall,  
Space No. 210–212 near the main entrance 

Be sure to stop by the Ryman Exhibit Hall at the Opryland 
Convention Center and visit the NWP exhibit booth at this year’s 
NCTE Convention. NWP staff and local teacher-consultants 
will be on hand to provide information about writing project 
programs. The booth will also feature a game, publications, and 
materials from NWP and local writing project sites. 

Booth hours:  Friday, noon–6:00 p.m. 
Saturday, 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. 
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

NWP encourages you to participate in NCTE’s 96th Annual  
Convention, November 16–21, 2006. NWP is participating in  
the convention with the following activities:

NWP Writing Strand: Encourage Writing

NWP teacher-leaders will present a strand of five sessions,  
Encourage Writing, Saturday, November 18, at the Opryland  
Convention Center in Hermitage A on the Magnolia Mezzanine 
(level M). See page 21 for complete details.

iv
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Annual Meeting Overview
The NWP Annual Meeting includes interactive workshop sessions, roundtable discussions, and demonstrations of successful practice, 
all conducted by writing project directors, site leaders, and teacher-consultants. Receptions, reunions, meetings, and other social 
events are also a vital part of the Annual Meeting.

NWP events will take place at the Nashville Airport Marriott and the Willis Conference Center. Frequent free shuttles are provided 
between the two locations, and between the Gaylord Opryland Hotel and Convention Center and the Airport Marriott.

Thursday, November 16
See detailed Thursday schedule, page 2 

7:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. NWP Shuttles run between Opryland   
and Airport Marriott

7:30 a.m. Site Development Workshop 
Check-in opens 
Airport Marriott Ballroom Foyer

7:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m. NWP Central 
Airport Marriott Ballroom Foyer

9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.  Site Development Morning Workshops 
Airport Marriott and Willis

12:00–1:30 p.m.  Lunch (Box lunches for sale) 
Airport Marriott

1:30–4:30 p.m.  Site Development Afternoon Workshops 
Airport Marriott and Willis

4:30–5:30 p.m.  New and Potential Sites Orientation 
Airport Marriott, Salon A

4:30–5:30 p.m. Leadership Team Meetings

5:00 –7:00 p.m. Special-Focus Networks Social 
Airport Marriott, Cumberland Ballroom

Friday, November 17
See detailed Friday schedule, page 9

7:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. NWP Shuttles run between  
Opryland and Airport Marriott

7:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m. NWP Central 
Airport Marriott Ballroom Foyer

9:00–11:00 a.m.  NWP General Session:  
Writing for a Change 
Airport Marriott, Cumberland Ballroom

11:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m. NWP Shuttles run between Airport   
Marriott and Willis Conference Center

11:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. Lunch: Site Development Strand  
(Box lunches for sale) 
Airport Marriott

11:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m.   Nashville Writing Marathon 
See detailed description page 9

11:30 a.m.–12:45 p.m.   Lunch: Technology Liaison Strand   
(Box lunches for sale) 
Willis Conference Center

11:30 a.m. Technology Liaison Workshop  
Check-in opens 
Willis Conference Center

12:45–5:00 p.m.  Technology Liaison Workshops 
Willis Conference Center

1:00–4:00 p.m. Site Development Workshops 
Airport Marriott

4:15–5:15 p.m. Informational Discussions 
Airport Marriott

5:15–7:00 p.m. NWP Social 
Airport Marriott, Cumberland Ballroom

Saturday, November 18
See detailed Saturday schedule, page 20

8:00 a.m.–5:30 p.m.  NWP Strand at NCTE 
Opryland, Hermitage A on the  
Magnolia Mezzanine (Level M)

8:00 a.m.–5:30 p.m.  Working Meetings    
Willis Conference Center   
See page 20 for locations
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Thursday Schedule of Events

Thursday Overview
Morning and afternoon rounds of in-depth site development workshops are designed by members of NWP’s special-focus  
networks, initiatives, and programs. These workshops will provide an opportunity for site leaders and teacher-consultants to focus 
on areas of interest in their continuing work to strengthen local sites. At the end of the day on Thursday, everyone is invited to join 
in a social hour hosted by NWP’s special-focus networks.

NWP events will take place at the Nashville Airport Marriott and the Willis Conference Center. Meeting packets will be available in 
both locations. Preregistration for all site development workshops is required; limited space may be available on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Frequent free shuttles are provided between the two locations, and between the Gaylord Opryland Hotel and 
Convention Center and the Airport Marriott. Box lunches will be available for purchase at the Airport Marriott, or you may dine at 
the hotel restaurant.

NOTE: Workshops AM1–11 and PM1–11 are held at the Airport Marriott. Workshops AM12–13 and PM12–14 are at the Willis 
Conference Center.

7:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. NWP Shuttles run between Opryland and Airport Marriott 

7:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m. NWP Shuttles run between Airport Marriott and Willis Conference Center

7:30 a.m. Site Development Workshop Check-in opens ............................................... Airport Marriott Ballroom Foyer

7:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m. NWP Central ................................................................................................... Airport Marriott Ballroom Foyer 
 Sales table open until 7:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Morning Site Development Workshops  ........................................................ Airport Marriott and Willis

12:00–1:30 p.m. Lunch (Box lunches for sale)  ......................................................................... Airport Marriott

1:30–4:30 p.m. Afternoon Site Development Workshops  ..................................................... Airport Marriott and Willis

4:30–5:30 p.m.  New and Potential Sites Orientation  ............................................................. Airport Marriott, Salon A 
 Are you interested in starting an NWP site at your university? This orientation will offer information about  
 planning and creating a new site. We will discuss valuable insights, ideas, and experiences related to the process   
 of starting a site.

5:00 –7:00 p.m. Special-Focus Networks Social  ..................................................................... Airport Marriott, Cumberland Ballroom 
 In addition to good food, a no-host bar, and live music, this event features program offerings by the English  
 Language Learners Network, the Rural Sites Network, the Teacher Inquiry Communities Network, and the  Urban   
 Sites Network. Come and learn how you can get involved!

The following meetings are for specified leadership teams:

12:30–1:45 p.m. 2006 Task Force Lunch ................................................................................... Airport Marriott, Cumberland Ballroom

4:30–5:30 p.m. 2005 Inservice Institute Reunion Meeting  ................................................... Airport Marriott, Salon C

4:30–5:30 p.m.  2006 Directors Retreat Reunion ..................................................................... Airport Marriott, Salon B

Time Event Location
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Thursday

Thursday Site Development Workshops
Morning and afternoon rounds of in-depth site development workshops are designed by members of NWP’s special-focus  
networks, initiatives, and programs. These workshops provide an opportunity for site leaders and teacher-consultants to  
focus on areas of interest in their continuing work to strengthen local sites. Preregistration for all site development workshops is 
required; limited walk-in space may be available on a first-come, first-served basis.

NWP events will take place at the Nashville Airport Marriott and the Willis Conference Center. Frequent free shuttles are provided 
between the two locations, and between the Gaylord Opryland Hotel and Convention Center and the Marriott. Catch the shuttle at  
the Presidential Portico, Level 2, at Opryland or at the main entrance of the Airport Marriott.

Box lunches will be available for purchase at the Airport Marriott, or participants may choose to dine at the hotel restaurant.

NOTE: Workshops AM1–11 and PM1–11 are held at the Airport Marriott. Workshops AM12–13 and PM12–14 are at the Willis  
Conference Center.

Morning Site Development 
Workshops

9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

AM1 Making Programs for Administrators  
Work, from Start to Finish

Location: Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  
 Capitol I

Presenters: Robert Land, Los Angeles Writing Project at Cal  
 State LA; Elizabeth Willis, Louisiana State  
 University Writing Project; Tish McGonegal,  
 National Writing Project in Vermont 

Learn how to advertise, facilitate, and profit from programs 
for administrators. Three models from writing project sites 
show how working closely with groups of administrators 
opens new doors, improves existing work, and helps remind 
administrators of their roots in teaching. Participants in this 
workshop will leave with clear ideas about why and how to 
develop a variety of programs for administrators at their own 
writing project sites.

AM2  District Partnerships: New Challenges  
and Opportunities

Location:  Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  
 Capitol II

Presenters:  Carol Tateishi, Bay Area Writing Project;  
 Linda Allsup, Lynette Herring-Harris,  
 MSU Writing/Thinking Project; Ellen Brinkley,  
 Lucia Leonardelli, Third Coast Writing Project

Three Writing Project sites will guide participants in examin-
ing their work with districts, including the questions that 
arise and the challenges that emerge. The Third Coast Writ-

ing Project, the Bay Area Writing Project, and the Mississippi 
State University Writing/Thinking Project will describe their 
experiences with a rural district, an urban district, and the 
Choctaw Tribal School District. District partnerships often 
require writing project sites to provide a wider variety of ser-
vices than do school partnerships, and these partnerships not 
only provide opportunities to reach wide varieties of teachers 
but offer new opportunities to assist districts in assessment, 
articulation, and support for instruction.

AM3 Inquiring About Teacher Demonstrations
Location:  Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  

 Jackson
Presenters:  Bonnie Kaplan, Tom Meyer, Hudson Valley  

 Writing Project; Peter Kittle, Kathleen  
 Wainwright, Northern California Writing  
 Project; Patricia Stock, Red Cedar Writing  
 Project 

Experience two approaches to teacher demonstrations that 
focus on how teacher practice produces knowledge for the 
summer institute and beyond. Teacher demonstrations in the 
summer invitational institute provide a forum through which 
individual teacher practice becomes public knowledge. In 
this workshop, after becoming familiar with the two different 
approaches, participants will examine the role of demonstra-
tions in their own summer institute.

AM4 Rethinking Issues of Girls and Literacy
Location:  Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  

 Chattanooga
Presenters:  Heather Bruce, Montana Writing Project;  

 Shirley Brown, National Writing Project;  
 Nancy McCracken, Mary Nolan, National  
 Writing Project at Kent State University 
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How can writing instruction support the development of agen-
cy in girls across race and class? While adolescent girls may 
“handle school,” the range of cultural attacks on girls seems 
relentless. How can teachers support the development of girls’ 
health, girls’ active participation in school and civic culture? 
Participants in this workshop will engage in a series of conver-
sations about the continuing relevance of feminist pedagogy as 
it intersects with the writing process in today’s classrooms.

AM5  What Makes a Site Accessible? Conducting 
a Site Self-Study to Improve Access

Location:  Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  
 Knoxville

Presenters:  Tom Fox, Northern California Writing Project;  
 Melba Salazar-Lucio, Sabal Palms Writing  
 Project; Kim Douillard, San Diego Area Writing  
 Project 

Focusing on the question of what makes a writing project site 
accessible to a diverse group of teachers, this workshop will 
lead participants through activities that support their site’s 
inquiry into its own issues of access. The activities include 
examining the geography of equity and diversity in a site’s 
service area, working with question sets for inquiry into a 
site’s work, and engaging in writing activities that help lead-
ership explore how race, culture, gender, language, and class 
can affect teachers’ access to their sites.

AM6  Working Through Transitions in Writing 
Project Leadership

Location:  Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  
 Memphis

Presenters: Gatsinzi Basaninyenzi, Alabama A & M  
 University Writing Project; Nancy Remington,  
 Great Basin Writing Project; Cheryl Canada,  
 Mid Ohio Writing Project; Nicholas Coles,  
 Western Pennsylvania Writing Project 

In this workshop we will inquire into the conditions and pro-
cesses that can help a site not only to weather but to benefit 
from a transition in leadership. We will share stories, look at 
case studies, explore planning strategies, and address such 
questions as, How can outgoing site leaders ease the transi-
tion? What is the learning curve for new directors? What 
leadership habits and structures strengthen a site? What about 
the feelings involved—of loss, uncertainty, divided loyalty? 
This hands-on workshop is designed for writing project lead-
ers whose sites have recently undergone a leadership change, 
are in the midst of one, or are anticipating a transition.

AM7  Writing in the Digital Age
Location:  Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  

 Salon A
Presenters:  Michelle Rogge Gannon, Dakota Writing  

 Project; Susan Artkras, Gary Ryan, Gateway  
 Writing Project; Paul Allison, New York City  
 Writing Project; Troy Hicks, Renee Webster,  
 Red Cedar Writing Project; Dave Boardman,  
 University of Maine Writing Project; Chris  
 Sloan, Utah Writing Project; Kevin Hodgson,  
 Western Massachusetts Writing Project

This workshop will explore changing ideas of writing and 
literacy in the digital age and their significance for educa-
tors. Using case studies as a point of departure for discussion, 
participants will write about, reflect upon, and discuss the 
implications of these changing ideas for classroom practice 
and the work of writing project sites. Site leaders may find 
this workshop of particular interest. The panel presentation 
of four case studies will be followed by whole-group discus-
sions and small working groups.

AM8  Reaching Out to Our Newest Colleagues: 
Developing Effective Professional 
Development for New Teachers

Location:  Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  
 Salon B

Presenters:  Stephen Gordon, David Russell, Boston  
 Writing Project; Martha Ford, Delaware  
 Writing Project; Patricia Porter, Marshall  
 University Writing Project; Linette Moorman,  
 New York City Writing Project; Britton  
 Gildersleeve, Eileen Simmons, Oklahoma  
 State University Writing Project; Dina Portnoy,  
 Philadelphia Writing Project; Bertha Campos,  
 Paula Parson, Sabal Palms Writing Project;  
 Tom Frasier, Southern Nevada Writing Project;  
 Vickie Brockman, Winthrop Writing Project 

Join us to learn about the creative ways in which sites have 
addressed the challenges of working with and retaining new 
teachers while advancing the work of their sites. This work-
shop will focus on 1) recruiting and retaining new teachers 
in writing project programs and negotiating with school dis-
tricts’ induction programs; 2) balancing the immediate needs 
of new teachers with an inquiry approach; 3) giving writing a 
central role in working with new teachers; and 4) modifying 
the site’s work to meet the needs of new teachers.
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Thursday
Morning Workshops

AM9  Marketing, Contracting, and Financing 
Inservice Programs

Location:  Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  
 Salon C

Presenters:  Rick VanDeWeghe, Denver Writing Project;  
 Sarah Robbins, Kennesaw Mountain Writing  
 Project; Michel Mathis, National Writing  
 Project

Site leaders from the Kennesaw Mountain Writing Project 
and the Denver Writing Project will share their methods of 
managing the complex mix of activities involved in imple-
menting inservice programs in the current climate of reform. 
With a goal of improving their local sites’ procedures, partici-
pants will explore such topics as developing the knowledge 
base, the programs, and the staff; showing how the writing 
project’s high-quality inservice programs meet the needs of 
schools and districts; knowing how to talk with administra-
tors and develop contracts; and financing the programs so 
that the site can pay its presenters and profit enough to sup-
port its infrastructure.

AM10  Starting, Developing, and Enriching 
Inservice Programs

Location:  Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  
 Salon D

Presenters:  Richard Argys, Sarah Woodard, Denver  
 Writing Project; Kathy Albertson, June  
 Joyner, Georgia Southern Writing Project; Sally  
 Crisp, Shari Williams, Little Rock Writing  
 Project; Tish McGonegal, National Writing  
 Project in Vermont; Ellen Shelton, University  
 of Mississippi Writing Project 

Join presenters in this workshop as they share effective 
inservice program designs and provide useful tools, forms, 
handouts, and other materials to help participants plan and 
manage site-sponsored work in schools. Workshop attend-
ees—we recommend a team of two—will begin a plan for 
developing or expanding their inservice programs. This 
workshop is intended for directors, co-directors, inservice 
coordinators, and teacher-leaders who wish to focus on their 
sites’ inservice programs.

AM11  The Invitational Summer Institute: 
Developing Teacher-Consultants  
from Interview to Inservice 

Location:  Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  
 Salon E

Presenters:  Janet Swenson, Red Cedar Writing Project;  
 Harriett Williams, Santee-Wateree Writing  

 Project; Lucy Ware, Western Pennsylvania  
 Writing Project 

Participants in this workshop will explore the practices 
of three different writing project sites as they discuss and 
share approaches to their invitational summer institutes. 
Since every National Writing Project site offers an invita-
tional summer institute in which teachers examine and lead 
demonstrations of their classroom practices, conduct and 
read research, and write extensively, the session will benefit 
directors, co-directors, and teacher-leaders involved in their 
sites’ invitational summer institutes.

AM12  Following the Writing Project into  
the Classroom: Tools and Processes  
for Documenting Changes in Practice 

Location:  Willis Conference Center, Lower Level,  
 104 (A and B)

Presenters:  Astra Cherry, Nancy Singer, Gateway Writing  
 Project; Robin Jacobowitz, Delinda van  
 Garderen, Hudson Valley Writing Project;  
 Linda Friedrich, Paul LeMahieu, Sherry  
 Swain, National Writing Project; Tim Dewar,  
 Anne Whitney, South Coast Writing Project;  
 Dick Graves, Sun Belt Writing Project

“The Writing Project changed my life” are oft-repeated 
words; now four writing project sites will share their tools 
for discovering how teachers are using their learning in their 
classrooms. This workshop is designed for site leaders who 
wish to follow teachers into their classrooms to find out 
whether site programs are making a difference in practice. 
Site directors and teacher-consultants involved in conducting 
research will share practical tools and describe how they have 
improved their programs based on what they are learning. 
Participants will also explore the NWP Research and Evalua-
tion Unit’s Classroom Measures Archive and begin designing 
their own tools to study and improve programs at their sites.

AM13  Using Data to Make the Case for Your  
NWP Site

Location:  Willis Conference Center, Lower Level, 110
Presenters:  Kathleen Dickey, Laurie Senauke, Laura  

 Stokes, Inverness Research Associates 

Inverness Research Associates will conduct a hands-on work-
shop using a data toolkit they have designed that enables site 
leaders to document the productivity and effectiveness of 
their sites based on a model that explains how sites develop 
teacher leadership and offer effective programs. Participants 
will learn how to link claims to appropriate data and how to 
use a ready-made Excel spreadsheet to create graphs, charts, 
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 University; Sherry RedOwl-Neiss, Sicangu  
 Writing and Action Project; Paula Diedrich,  
 Upper Peninsula Writing Project 

In this workshop, site leaders will think, write, and talk 
about the difficulties rural sites face in covering their often 
expansive geographic service areas. Participants will address 
the problems related to distance at their sites and take part 
in two roundtables presented by site leaders from five rural 
sites who have found unique ways to provide professional 
development, continuity, and summer institutes that “cover 
the distance.” We hope that rural site leaders will leave this 
session with a deeper understanding of their site’s strengths 
and challenges and a plan for expanding their work in any 
part of their service area that is currently underserved.

PM3 Writing About Leadership: TCs Use 
Vignettes to Reflect on Learning to Lead

Location:  Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  
 Jackson

Presenters:  Karen Smith, Area 3 Writing Project; Yarda  
 Leflet, Central Texas Writing Project; Linda  
 Friedrich, National Writing Project; Ronni  
 Michelen, New York City Writing Project 

Session participants will read several vignettes that were 
composed as part of NWP’s ongoing study of teacher leader-
ship and will discuss their implications for writing project 
sites with three of the authors. For the past year, 33 teacher-
consultants from around the country have been writing 
vignettes about a wide array of leadership roles and chal-
lenges—for example, conducting in-school reform, making 
the transition from teaching to an administrative position, 
and learning from failure. Participants will have an oppor-
tunity to begin writing vignettes of their own and to think 
about how to use the vignette as a tool to support reflection.

PM4  Under the Social Justice Umbrella: 
Using Literature and Writing to Combat 
Homophobia

Location:  Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  
 Chattanooga

Presenters:  Joel Freedman, Deborah Lowe, Norma  
 Mota-Altman, Faye Peitzman, UCLA Writing  
 Project 

In this workshop, we will explore resources and processes 
developed by our study group on sexual orientation and 
homophobia. For the past three years the UCLA Writing 
Project has engaged in study groups to gain insight into 
creating a safe, respectful, and inclusive place for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) students—and all 

handouts, and reports for presentations. Inverness Research 
will provide the ready-to-use toolkit (Mac and PC compatible) 
and will bring the necessary data from participants’ sites. Par-
ticipants must bring a laptop computer installed with Micro-
soft Word and Excel software and equipped with a USB port.

Afternoon Site Development 
Workshops

1:30 p.m.–�:30 p.m.

PM1  Teacher Inquiry Communities at Work: 
Beginning, Sustaining, and Disseminating 
Teacher Inquiry

Location:  Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  
 Capitol I

Presenters:  Bud Hunt, Cindy O’Donnell-Allen, Colorado  
 State University Writing Project; Traci   
 Blanchard, Sylvia Spruill, Kennesaw   
 Mountain Writing Project; Rochelle Ramay,  
 Northern California Writing Project; Susan  
 Browne, Mattie Davis, Philadelphia Writing  
 Project; Elizabeth Campbell, Ruth Devlin,  
 Marilyn McKinney, Southern Nevada Writing  
 Project 

This workshop will utilize successful models from writing 
project sites to examine the nuts and bolts of developing 
and sustaining a teacher inquiry community. Participants 
will choose one of four roundtables focused on the follow-
ing questions: 1) What kinds of meeting structures and 
agendas support communities as they develop and continue 
over time? 2) How do sites support teachers as they develop 
questions about critical issues of teaching and learning? 3) 
How do communities offer response and assist teachers as 
they collect and examine data? and 4) How do sites support 
teachers as they go public with their work, including sharing 
at schools and conferences and publishing their writing?

PM2  Covering the Distance: Serving  
Extended Geographic Areas

Location:  Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  
 Capitol II

Presenters: Mary Hawkins, Andrea Santos, Marshall  
 University Writing Project; April Niemela,  
 Northwest Inland Writing Project; Donald  
 Wolff, Oregon WP at Eastern Oregon  
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Thursday
Afternoon Workshops

students. Our preliminary questions included, How can 
classes begin an honest discussion about sexual orientation 
and homophobia? What role might literature and writing 
play to open and extend these conversations? We’re very  
interested in learning from our audience—and in making 
our time together a significant collaboration.

PM5  Integrating Professional Writing  
into the Core Work of a Site

Location:  Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  
 Knoxville

Presenters:  Rebeca Garcia-Gonzalez, Carol Tateishi,  
 Bay Area Writing Project; Gwen Williams,  
 Kennesaw Mountain Writing Project; Cheryl  
 North-Coleman, Maryland Writing Project;  
 Eileen Simmons, Oklahoma State University  
 Writing Project 

Examine how integrating professional writing into the core 
work of a site can strengthen the summer institute and con-
tinuity programs, provide new leadership opportunities, and 
help teacher-consultants and directors publish profession-
ally. The workshop will delve into the thinking behind the 
model for NWP’s national professional writing retreats and 
go over the nuts and bolts of planning a retreat. Past retreat 
coordinators and participants will facilitate small groups to 
discuss the kinds of support needed at the local level in order 
to replicate the model. Participants will receive a copy of the 
Professional Writing Retreat Handbook.

PM6  Promoting Your Writing Project Site
Location:  Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  

 Memphis
Presenters: Genevieve Jeong Bennett, Mary Ann Smith,  

 National Writing Project; Ellen Fern, Ellin  
 Nolan, Washington Partners, LLC

Join us to develop a communications plan to publicize the 
good work you do at your site. We will identify the various 
audiences and purposes of your communications—who 
needs to know and what exactly do you want to make more 
visible? Find out how you can use the NWP Site Advocacy 
Toolkit to help in the process. Bring brochures and promo-
tional materials (30 copies) if you have them. We will share 
ideas and look at media articles about writing project sites to 
see what makes an interesting story.

PM7  Thinking Strategically About  
Technology in Support of Site Work

Location:  Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  
 Salon A

Presenters:  Sarah Robbins, Kennesaw Mountain Writing  
 Project; Corbett Harrison, Northern Nevada  
 Writing Project; Jane Frick, Prairie Lands  
 Writing Project; Bruce Penniman, Western  
 Massachusetts Writing Project 

In four case studies, site directors and technology liaisons 
will discuss their sites’ strategic planning with regard to 
technology and core work. Corbett Harrison will describe his 
site’s use of a technology plan. Bruce Penniman will discuss 
his site’s revisioning of its website, which led to other site 
benefits. Sarah Robbins will present the “essential questions” 
that pushed her site’s technology work forward, particularly 
in the areas of continuity and inservice. And Jane Frick will 
review her site’s decision to create interrelated projects that 
included open institutes and inquiry communities focused 
on technology. Participants will have opportunities to inter-
act with facilitators and one another.

PM8  Developing Academic Literacy  
with English Language Learners

Location:  Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  
 Salon B

Presenters:  Lynn Jacobs, Charlie Troughton, Northern  
 California Writing Project; Floris Wilma Ortiz,  
 Karen Sumaryono, Western Massachusetts  
 Writing Project 

Participants in this workshop will explore what “academic 
literacy” consists of and what we know about its acquisition 
by English language learners, and will be introduced to three 
different formats for professional development in this area. 
You will be encouraged to contribute from your own experi-
ence as we brainstorm ideas for professional development 
that you may take back to your site.

PM9  Inquiry into Promising Practices  
to Address the Achievement Gap

Location:  Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  
 Salon C

Presenters:  Astra Cherry, Nellie Quinn, Gateway Writing  
 Project; Michael Prier, Greater Kansas City  
 Writing Project; Pamela Morgan, Maryland  
 Writing Project; Nancy Mintz, New York City  
 Writing Project; Sylvia Bailey, Oakland (MI)  
 Writing Project; Ben Bates, Oklahoma State  
 University Writing Project; Bruce Bowers,  
 Philadelphia Writing Project 

Join a conversation on the implications of the Conference of 
English Education Executive Committee’s “Belief Statements 
on Supporting Linguistically and Culturally Diverse Learners 
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Presenters:  Kathleen Wainwright, Northern California  
 Writing Project; Lois Alexander, Red Clay  
 Writing Project; Lucy Perkins, UNC Charlotte  
 Writing Project 

Three teacher-consultants, from primary school to high 
school, demonstrate how inquiry plays a central role in their 
writing instruction. Supported by a significant body of re-
search that shows the effectiveness of an inquiry approach—
best represented by the work of George Hillocks—these three 
demonstrations also show the value of having students ask 
questions about language, behavior, culture, and teaching.

PM13  Using Data to Make the Case for Your  
NWP Site

Location:  Willis Conference Center, Lower Level, 110
Presenters:  Kathleen Dickey, Laurie Senauke, Laura  

 Stokes, Inverness Research Associates 

Inverness Research Associates will conduct a hands-on 
workshop using a data toolkit they have designed that 
enables site leaders to document the productivity and ef-
fectiveness of their sites based on a model that explains how 
sites develop teacher leadership and offer effective programs. 
Participants will learn how to link claims to appropriate data 
and how to use a ready-made Excel spreadsheet to create 
graphs, charts, handouts, and reports for presentations. 
Inverness Research will provide the ready-to-use toolkit 
(Mac and PC compatible) and will bring the necessary data 
from participants’ sites. Participants must bring a laptop 
computer installed with Microsoft Word and Excel software 
and equipped with a USB port.

PM14  Using Youth Writing Programs as 
Professional Development

Location:  Willis Conference Center, 7th Floor,  
 Executive Board Room

Presenters:  Christopher Condon, Great Valley Writing  
 Project; Erica Chanowsky, Jacqueline Denu,  
 Tom Meyer, Eric Savelson, Hudson Valley  
 Writing Project; Britton Gildersleeve, Jo  
 Stafford, Oklahoma State University Writing  
 Project 

Three writing project sites share innovative youth writ-
ing programs that also serve as professional development. 
Similar to Dewey’s idea of a “lab class,” these programs 
invite teachers to observe and participate in youth writing 
programs in order to challenge and extend their knowledge 
about teaching writing. Participants in this workshop will 
leave with clear ideas about why and how to combine youth 
writing programs with professional development.

in English Education.” Members of the Urban Sites Leadership 
Team will facilitate the use of this document and other tools 
and structures to construct inquiries into promising classroom 
and school practices that address the achievement gap. There 
will also be an opportunity to join roundtable discussions 
about successful programs and practices being used in schools.

PM10  Starting, Developing, and  
Enriching Inservice Programs

Location:  Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  
 Salon D

Presenters:  Richard Argys, Sarah Woodard, Denver  
 Writing Project; Kathy Albertson, June  
 Joyner, Georgia Southern Writing Project;  
 Sally Crisp, Little Rock Writing Project; Tish  
 McGonegal, National Writing Project in  
 Vermont; Ellen Shelton, University of  
 Mississippi Writing Project 

Join presenters in this workshop as they share effective 
inservice program designs and provide useful tools, forms, 
handouts, and other materials to help participants plan and 
manage site-sponsored work in schools. Workshop attend-
ees—we recommend a team of two—will begin a plan for 
developing or expanding their inservice programs. This 
workshop is intended for directors, co-directors, inservice 
coordinators, and teacher-leaders who wish to focus on their 
sites’ inservice programs.

PM11  The Invitational Summer Institute: 
Developing Teacher-Consultants  
from Interview to Inservice

Location:  Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  
 Salon E

Presenters:  Janet Swenson, Red Cedar Writing Project;  
 Harriett Williams, Santee-Wateree Writing  
 Project; Lucy Ware, Western Pennsylvania  
 Writing Project 

Participants in this workshop will explore the practices of 
three different writing project sites as they discuss and share 
approaches to their invitational summer institutes. Since ev-
ery NWP site offers an invitational summer institute in which 
teachers examine and lead demonstrations of their classroom 
practices, conduct and read research, and write extensively, 
the session will benefit directors, co-directors, and teacher-
leaders involved in their sites’ invitational summer institutes.

PM12 Teaching Writing as Inquiry
Location:  Willis Conference Center, Lower Level,  

 104 (A and B)
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Friday Schedule of Events

Friday Overview

Friday

A rich variety of opportunities are available on Friday. The day begins at 7:30 a.m with a coffee hour at NWP Central. The General 
Session follows at 9:00 a.m. After the General Session, you can choose among several activities: site development workshops at the 
Airport Marriott; the technology liaison workshop strand at the Willis; the Nashville Writing Marathon; or NCTE sessions at the  
Opryland Convention Center. You can also visit the NWP booth at NCTE. The day concludes with the NWP Social at 5:15 p.m.

NWP events will take place at the Airport Marriott and the Willis Conference Center. Frequent free shuttles are provided between the 
two locations, and between the Gaylord Opryland Hotel and Convention Center and the Marriott. Box lunches will be available for 
purchase at the Airport Marriott and the Willis, or you may dine at the hotel restaurant.

Preregistration for all site development and technology liaison workshops is required; limited walk-in space may be available 
on a first-come, first-served basis. The informational discussions in the late afternoon do not require preregistration.

Time Event Location

7:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. NWP Shuttles run between Opryland and Airport Marriott

7:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m. NWP Central ................................................................................................... Airport Marriott Ballroom Foyer 
 NWP Central will be closed during the general session, 9:00 a.m.–11:00 a.m. Sales table open until 7:00 p.m.

9:00–11:00 a.m.  NWP General Session: Writing for a Change ................................................ Airport Marriott, Cumberland Ballroom 
 See detailed description page 12

11:00 a.m.–5:30 p.m.  NWP Shuttles run between Airport Marriott and Willis Conference Center

11:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.   Lunch: Site Development Strand (Box lunches for sale) .............................. Airport Marriott

11:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m.   Nashville Writing Marathon, Sponsored by Middle Tennessee Writing Project (Preregistration required) 
 Gather at the rear of the Cumberland Ballroom at the end of the General Session and board a shuttle for an  
 afternoon of writing and sharing in Nashville. Meet at 4:30 p.m. for the return trip to the Airport Marriott in  
 time for Friday evening’s social. Bring your favorite journal and fastest pen for this exciting event!

11:30 a.m.–12:45 p.m.   Lunch: Technology Liaison Strand (Box lunches for sale) ........................... Willis Conference Center

11:30 a.m. Technology Liaison Workshop Check-in opens  ........................................... Willis Conference Center

noon–6:00 p.m. NWP Booth at NCTE (Space No. 210–212) .................................................. Opryland Convention Center,  
  .......................................................................................................................... Ryman Exhibit Hall

12:45–5:00 p.m.  Technology Liaison Workshops ..................................................................... Willis Conference Center

1:00–4:00 p.m. Site Development Workshops ........................................................................ Airport Marriott

4:15–5:15 p.m. Informational Discussions and Writing Time .............................................. Airport Marriott  
 See detailed descriptions page 19

5:15–7:00 p.m. NWP Social  ..................................................................................................... Airport Marriott, Cumberland Ballroom

The following meetings are for specified leadership teams:

7:30–8:30 a.m. Directors Retreat Leadership Team Breakfast   ............................................. Airport Marriott, Salon E

11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.  New-Teacher Initiative Leadership Team  
 and Site Coordinators Meeting ...................................................................... Airport Marriott, Salon F

6:00–9:00 p.m.  Project Outreach 3 National Coordinators Meeting  .................................... Airport Marriott, Salon F
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National Writing Project Sites 2006

Welcome 2006 New Sites!

Connecticut

Central Connecticut Writing Project

Michigan

Wayne State Writing Project

New Mexico

High Desert Writing Project

New York

Mohawk Valley Writing Project

Texas

Sam Houston Writing Project

San Antonio Writing Project
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General Session: Writing for a Change

9:00 a.m.–11:00 a.m.
Nashville Airport Marriott, Cumberland Ballroom

Join your colleagues at the NWP General Session on Friday morning. This gathering of writing project teachers, site leaders, educa-
tors, and special guests is the largest event of the annual meeting. Writing for a Change is the theme of this year’s session. 

The general session will feature remarks from the following writing project leaders and guests:

• Richard Sterling, Executive Director, National Writing Project
• Sheridan Blau, Director, South Coast Writing Project, California
• Mark St. John, President, Inverness Research Associates 
• Bobbie Solley, Director, Middle Tennessee Writing Project 
• Kathleen Blake Yancey, Vice President, NCTE 
• Ann Copland, Senior Executive and Legislative Assistant, Senator Thad Cochran, Mississippi 
• Ellin Nolan, President, Washington Partners, LLC

Site Development Workshops

An afternoon round of in-depth site development workshops is designed by members of NWP’s special-focus networks, initiatives, 
and programs. These workshops provide an opportunity for site leaders and teacher-consultants to focus on areas of interest in their 
continuing work to strengthen local sites. Preregistration is required for all site development workshops; limited space may be avail-
able on a first-come, first-served basis.

Friday site development workshops will take place at the Airport Marriott. Frequent free shuttles are provided between the Gaylord 
Opryland Hotel and Convention Center and the Airport Marriott.

1:00 p.m.–�:00 p.m.

FPM1  Reading Comprehension in the  
Content Areas – Stories of Classrooms  
and Professional Development

Location:  Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  
 Knoxville

Presenters:  Scott Derr, Charlie Troughton, Northern  
 California Writing Project; Debbie Dinsmore,  
 Diane Dougherty, Patty Koller, Vicki  
 Steinberg, Pennsylvania Writing and  
 Literature Project 

This workshop will demonstrate what two sites involved in 
the NWP National Reading Initiative accomplished working 
with content area teachers on reading comprehension. The 
workshop leaders will discuss how they developed profes-

sional development models and how this work changed the 
writing project sites, the schools, the classes, and the teach-
ers involved. Participants will discuss and apply the findings 
to their own sites. This workshop is for anyone interested in 
reading comprehension (grades 4–12 with nonfiction/infor-
mational texts), content area reading and writing, or profes-
sional development models.

FPM2  State and Regional Networking to Increase 
Visibility, Capacity, and Effectiveness

Location:  Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  
 Salon E

Presenters:  Jayne Marlink, California Writing Project  
 Network; Liz Stephens, Central Texas Writing  
 Project; Diane Scollay, Gateway Writing  
 Project; Keri Franklin, Greater Kansas City  
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 Writing Project; Kari Scheidel, Lake Michigan  
 Writing Project; Tom Thompson, Lowcountry  
 Writing Project; Mary Styslinger, Midlands  
 Writing Project; Laura Roop, Laura Schiller,  
 Oakland (MI) Writing Project; Nancy Coco,  
 Davina Messics, Penn State Lehigh Valley  
 Writing Project; AnnMarie Marranzini,  
 Philadelphia Writing Project; Dory Munder,  
 West Texas Writing Project; Susan Biggs, Bruce  
 Penniman,Western Massachusetts Writing Project 

Explore how networks of sites are using NWP state and 
regional network minigrants to develop and strengthen 
collaboration while increasing their visibility, capacity, and 
effectiveness. Participants will choose one presentation 
from three in each of two rounds of roundtable discussions. 
In round A, site leaders from Michigan, Pennsylvania, and 
South Carolina will share work in progress that is examining 
the state reading and writing assessment, closing the achieve-
ment gap, and improving reading comprehension, especially 
for English language learners and African American stu-
dents. In round B, site leaders from Massachusetts, Missouri, 
and Texas will share programs to increase inservice offer-
ings and develop a statewide and regionwide professional 
development presence. Participants are invited to bring their 
brochures and flyers to work on together.

FPM3  Writing for a Change: Boosting Literacy  
and Learning Through Social Action

Location:  Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  
 Salon F

Presenters:  Connie Bunch, Alcorn Writing Project;  
 Mildred Serra, Borinquen Writing Project;  
 Jennie Fleming, Centre for Social Action;  
 Elizabeth Davis, District of Columbia Area  
 Writing Project; Dietta Hitchcock, High Plains  
 Writing Project; Kristina Berdan, Maryland  
 Writing Project; Elyse Eidman-Aadahl, Iana  
 Rogers, National Writing Project; Maggie  
 Folkers, Northern Nevada Writing Project;  
 Paula Laub, Southern Nevada Writing Project;  
 Chinwe Obijiofor, Wynbrooke Elementary  
 School 

This interactive workshop is based on the work undertaken 
by National Writing Project teachers as part of the collabora-
tion between the NWP and the Centre for Social Action in 
the UK over the past 6 years. Participants will be provided 
with a working definition of “social action” and practical ap-
plications for classroom, community, and local site contexts. 

The facilitators are writing project teachers whose stories 
appear in the book Writing for a Change: Boosting Literacy 
and Learning Through Social Action and colleagues from 
the Centre for Social Action. Participants will receive a free 
copy of the book.

FPM4  Exploring Site Development and Leader-
ship Development in the First Three Years: 
A Workshop for New-Site Leaders 

Location:  Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  
 Salon G

Presenters: Vicki Holmsten, Uma Krishnaswami, Bisti  
 Writing Project; Rick VanDeWeghe, Denver  
 Writing Project; Cheryl Canada, Mid Ohio  
 Writing Project; Trixie Smith, Bobbie Solley,  
 Middle Tennessee Writing Project; Patricia Fox,  
 Michel Mathis, National Writing Project;  
 Katherine Frank, Lynette Lievers, Southern  
 Colorado Writing Project

This workshop will address those issues that are of particular 
concern and interest to the newest NWP sites (those within 
the first three years of their work). Our focus will be to  
engage participating site leaders in active problem solving 
and concrete program-planning activities. We’ll work to-
gether in small and large groups to consider the NWP model 
of year-round programs, discuss the core work of develop-
ing teacher leadership, share valuable resources, and answer 
questions specific to the work of new sites. 

FPM5  Teaching Writing Circa 2006:  
Making Sense of Mandates

Location:  Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  
 Salon H

Presenters:  Beth Jones, Coastal Georgia Writing Project;  
 Carol Minner, Stephanie Paterson, Great  
 Valley Writing Project; Angela Griffin,  
 University of Mississippi Writing Project 

This workshop will highlight how a group of teacher- 
consultants identified the gaps, particularly in writing 
instruction, in state-adopted textbooks and state writing 
tests, and how they addressed them though their inservice 
program. It will show how informed and thoughtful teach-
ers face mandates while holding fast to the knowledge and 
principles of effective writing instruction. Often the tests and 
off-the-shelf programs do not support pedagogy that empha-
sizes inquiry, process strategies of knowledge building and 
revision, and other effective practices. Join us to get some 
fresh ideas about approaching this quandary.

Site Development Workshops
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FPM6  Local Sites Research Initiative (LSRI): 
Exploring Support for Developing and 
Conducting Local Site Research

Location:  Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor,  
 Cumberland Ballroom

Presenters:  Astra Cherry, Nancy Singer, Gateway Writing  
 Project; Robin Jacobowitz, Delinda   
 van Garderen, Hudson Valley Writing Project;  
 Linda Friedrich, Paul LeMahieu, Sherry  
 Swain, National Writing Project; Tim Dewar,  
 Anne Whitney, South Coast Writing Project; Liz  
 Townsend, South Mississippi Writing Project 

Sites or consortia of sites interested in exploring support for 
developing and conducting local research as part of a new 
LSRI grant opportunity should register for this meeting. The 
meeting will offer an overview of LSRI, information about 
NWP’s research archives (including prompts, rubrics, and 
classroom tools), and wisdom from early LSRI sites—pur-
poses, lessons learned, uses of results, and pitfalls. Interested 
sites should plan to register teams of two for this session. 
Teams attending can expect

• discussion of different comparative references appro-
priate for LSRI studies

• answers to questions about research designs
• guidance for assembling a research team
• discussion of materials for further work at the site.

Please help us plan for future  
NWP meetings and events by filling out an 
online evaluation of the 2006 NWP  
Annual Meeting, now available at  
www.writingproject.org/r/AM_Survey.

Annual Meeting Survey
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Technology Liaison Workshops

The goal of the technology liaison (TL) workshops is to help TLs better understand their role and their work at local sites. Throughout 
the day, TLs will be able to share knowledge with other members of the NWP Technology Liaisons Network in workshops focused on 
the core work of sites. Workshops will also address such topics as digital writing, strategic site planning, and issues of equity and access. 

Tech Liaison workshops will take place at the Willis Conference Center. Frequent free shuttles are provided between the Nashville Air-
port Marriott and the Willis, and between the Gaylord Opryland Hotel and Convention Center and the Marriott. Box lunches will be 
available for purchase at the Willis starting at 11:30 a.m., and workshop check-in for the TL workshops opens at 11:30 a.m. Meeting 
packets will be available.

12:�5 p.m.–1:�5 p.m.

TL1  Being and Becoming Technology Liaisons: 
An Orientation to the Annual Meeting 

Location:  Willis Conference Center, 7th Floor,  
 Executive Board Room

Presenters:  Amy Berry, Louisville Writing Project; Karen  
 McComas, Marshall University Writing Project;  
 Paula Parson, Sabal Palms Writing Project 

Whether you’re new to the National Writing Project or just 
new to the role of technology liaison (TL) at your site, this 
workshop is for you. In this session, you will work with 
experienced TLs who have been involved with local writing 
project site work for several years. The workshop will orient 
you to the purposes of the technology liaisons strand of 
workshops at the Annual Meeting and will connect you with 
veteran TLs who will act as guides and mentors throughout 
the afternoon.

TL2  MindBytes: An Informal Conversation 
Among Veteran Technology Liaisons

Location:  Willis Conference Center, Lower Level,  
 Amphitheatre

Presenters:  Betty Collum, MSU Writing/Thinking Project;  
 Danilo M Baylen, National Writing Project at  
 Florida Gulf Coast University 

This is an informal conversation among technology liaisons 
(TLs) who do not self-identify as new in the position at their 
local sites. (New TLs should consider attending the workshop 
“Being and Becoming Technology Liaisons,” which runs 
concurrently.) During this gathering, veteran TLs will recon-
nect with colleagues and share their objectives for the day in 
preparation for attending the TL strand of sessions.

2:00 p.m.–3:15 p.m.

TL3  Partners, Technology, and Leadership
Location:  Willis Conference Center, Lower Level, 103
Presenters:  Denise VanBriggle, Capital Area Writing  

 Project - PA; Bobby Cummings, Darla  
 Keatley, Central Washington Writing Project 

This workshop will examine the ways in which two sites—
Capital Area Writing Project (CAWP) in Pennsylvania and 
Central Washington Writing Project (CWWP)—are partner-
ing with other organizations in work that involves technol-
ogy. CAWP is working with both the state network and the 
state department of education to create an online storehouse 
of lessons, submitted by teacher-consultants, that meet state 
standards in writing. CWWP has begun working with a local 
school district and will also discuss the evolution of, and 
challenges related to, its relationship with the Intel Teach to 
the Future program. Participants will have an opportunity 
to discuss potential partnerships for their own local writing 
project sites.

TL4  Tapping the Social Nature of  
the Web in Collaborative Writing

Location:  Willis Conference Center, Lower Level, 104A
Presenters:  Peter Kittle, Northern California Writing  

 Project; Troy Hicks, Red Cedar Writing Project 

In this workshop, presenters from two writing project sites—
Northern California and Red Cedar—will share examples of 
collaborative student writing in blogs, wikis, and online word 
processors and will discuss the collaborative nature of the 
assignments. They will describe their experiences as teachers 
and as collaborative writers themselves and share strategies 
for improving peer collaboration. Bring a laptop if possible, 
as the workshop will include some hands-on examples of col-
laborative writing in new media environments such as Word 
Press, PB Wiki, and Writely.
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TL5  Stories About Digital Storytelling:  
Tales of Inservice

Location:  Willis Conference Center, Lower Level, 104B
Presenters:  Karen McComas, Marshall University Writing  

 Project; Pen Campbell, Third Coast Writing  
 Project; Dave Boardman, University of Maine  
 Writing Project

This workshop will look at how site technology leaders ex-
plore the practice of digital storytelling. Their work develops 
inservice programs that not only broaden the technology 
skills of teacher-consultants but also widen the reach to 
other teachers. One site’s program includes use of a “kit” of 
preselected components that allows participants to compose 
a sample digital story; another site will focus on aspects of its 
digital storytelling institute. We will also look at the value of 
intensive mentorship programs and other approaches to solv-
ing some of the special challenges faced by rural sites.

TL6  What We Are Learning About  
Online Institutes

Location:  Willis Conference Center, Lower Level, 109
Presenters:  Sondra Porter, Alaska State Writing  

 Consortium; Tricia Scott, Delaware  
 Writing Project

Representatives from the Alaska State Writing Consortium 
and the Delaware Writing Project will describe their online 
institutes and discuss how they incorporate the online envi-
ronment as a critical component in building a learning com-
munity of teachers. In Alaska, an online institute provides a 
viable solution for teachers who are geographically scattered 
throughout the state. The Delaware Writing Project, which 
functions in an online and in-class environment, provides an 
opportunity for teachers to become comfortable with tech-
nology tools (such as weblogs) that can support the teaching 
of writing and shows them how these tools can be used in 
their own classrooms. 

TL7  Technology Teams:  
Moving Forward Together

Location:  Willis Conference Center, Lower Level, 110
Presenters:  Deb Hetrick, Eastern Michigan Writing Project;  

 Cindy Adams, Red Mountain Writing Project;  
 Michael Record, South Florida Writing Project 

Join a discussion with three technology liaisons about the 
creation of technology teams as a starting point in dealing 
with issues that arise when we begin to integrate technology 
into our sites. How do we integrate technology into the con-
versations about literacy at our site and the school districts 

it serves? How do we deal with equity issues in terms of 
technology? How can we increase the number of teacher-
consultants at our site who participate in these conversations 
about technology? The workshop leaders have recently been 
involved in creating technology teams and will share what 
they have learned.

TL8  Multimedia and Multimodal
Location:  Willis Conference Center, Upper Level, 202
Presenters:  Paul Allison, New York City Writing Project;  

 Chris Sloan, Utah Writing Project

How do changes in technology change the type of writing 
students do and the way they interact with each other? How 
does digital writing differ from traditional writing? Present-
ers will lead a discussion and share experiences about the 
way blogging, podcasting, and other newer technologies that 
incorporate sound, image, and collaborative techniques have 
played out in their classrooms and at their writing project 
sites. This roundtable exchange is for teachers at all levels, 
kindergarten through college.

TL9  Two Virtual Networking Projects: 
Overcoming Issues of Equity and Access

Location:  Willis Conference Center, Upper Level, 205
Presenters:  Gail Desler, Area 3 Writing Project; Beth  

 Yeager, South Coast Writing Project; Kevin  
 Hodgson, Deborah Piragis, Western  
 Massachusetts Writing Project 

This workshop will showcase two technology projects that 
seek to connect students across geographically, ethnically, 
and linguistically diverse communities. The Youth Voices 
Project used blogging and video conferencing to form a virtu-
al networking community of students from four high schools. 
The Making Connections Project used weblogs to create a 
writing forum for students from an isolated rural community 
and an urban center, as well as to provide professional devel-
opment for teachers. Difficulty gaining access to technology 
and inequity of infrastructure remain hurdles in many of the 
participating schools. The presenters will discuss how they 
implemented the projects in the face of these challenges. 

TL10 Digital Paper
Location:  Willis Conference Center, 7th Floor,  

 Executive Board Room
Presenters:  Evan Nichols, Carol Tateishi, Bay Area  

 Writing Project 

This workshop focuses on the role digital publishing can play 
in site continuity programs to support writing by teacher-
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consultants. The Bay Area Writing Project’s continuity 
program includes Digital Paper—a digital publication that 
gives TCs a space to publish, collaborate, explore new areas 
of interest, and experience new forms of technology. Evan 
Nichols, the teacher-consultant who created Digital Paper, 
will describe how the publication evolved, the nuts and bolts 
of publishing it, the kinds of site support needed, and how 
a digital publication can be used to knit together the varied 
kinds of writing and writing events that take place at sites. 

TL11  Supporting the Goals of Summer  
Institutes in a Digital Age

Location:  Willis Conference Center, Lower Level,  
 Amphitheatre

Presenters:  Amy Ford, Dayna Lykins, Bluegrass Writing  
 Project; Julia M. Hewitt, National Writing  
 Project in Vermont; Cathie English, Nebraska  
 Writing Project; Patricia Davis, Brian  
 Slusher, Upstate Writing Project 

Explore a range of ways that technology is supporting the 
work and goals of the summer institute at a variety of writing 
project sites. We will begin by examining examples of digital 
work at different sites during their summer institutes, and 
then hold a moderated discussion. Participants will have the 
opportunity to explore how technology can define the work 
and goals of the summer institute in new and exciting ways.

3:30 p.m.–5:00 p.m.

TL12 Technology as a Tool for Developing  
Site Leadership 

Location:  Willis Conference Center, Lower Level, 103
Presenters:  Lil Brannon, Sally Griffin, UNC Charlotte  

 Writing Project 

This workshop, for sites building leadership opportunities, 
will demonstrate how technology has enriched our teach-
ing and our work together. Our goal is to show how we have 
used technology in integrating all aspects of our writing 
project work: the summer institute, continuity programs, and 
outreach programs. Through this use of technology, and in 
conjunction with our site’s rural teachers network, we have 
expanded leadership opportunities for teacher-consultants in 
our rural districts by involving them in our advanced tech-
nology institute, by including them on our technology team, 
and by having them post their stories to our site’s blog. 

TL13 Going Public in the Digital Age
Location:  Willis Conference Center, Lower Level, 104A
Presenters:  Sandra Shattuck, Alabama A & M University  

 Writing Project; Michelle Rogge Gannon,  
 Dakota Writing Project; Cathie English,  
 Nebraska Writing Project; Glen Bledsoe,  
 Oregon WP at Willamette University

Teacher-leaders from the NWP Writing and Technology Pro-
fessional Writing Retreat invite you to join them in exploring 
what it means when writers “go public” in the digital age and 
what issues writers of professional articles or other genres 
should consider when going public digitally. We will delve 
into these complex questions and think about some exciting 
possibilities, such as digital stories, e-zines, CD distribution, 
weblogs, wikis, and podcasts.

TL14  Developing Inservice Work in an 
Increasingly Digital Age: Questions, 
Successes, and Challenges

Location:  Willis Conference Center, Lower Level, 104B
Presenters:  Felicia George, Nancy Mintz, New York City  

 Writing Project; Jane Frick, Heidi Mick, Prairie  
 Lands Writing Project 

The New York City Writing Project and the Prairie Lands 
Writing Project will share emerging learning and questions 
about developing capacity for professional development that 
supports the integration of technology, writing, and learn-
ing in the classroom. Funded through the NWP Technology 
Initiative, the sites pursue such key questions as, How do we 
meet the technology learning needs of teachers at different 
levels? How is writing changed through the use of different 
composing platforms? and How can teachers keep up with 
new technologies? This workshop will share some of the 
initial findings at these two sites and provide time for discus-
sion among participants.

TL15 Supporting New Teachers Through  
Writing and Technology

Location:  Willis Conference Center, Lower Level, 109
Presenters:  Kerry Ballast, Liz Stephens, Central Texas  

 Writing Project; Amelia Coleman, Dina  
 Portnoy, Philadelphia Writing Project 

The Philadelphia and Central Texas Writing Project sites 
will share their experiences of using technology to support 
site goals as part of their New-Teacher Initiative work and 
discuss what key questions emerged and what they learned. 
Both writing project sites have been engaged in the New-
Teacher Initiative, a national project that supports local sites 
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to expand and improve their work with new teachers in high-
needs schools. Each site used technology in a variety of ways 
to support its work with new teachers, including commu-
nication forums to support mentoring, a website to support 
teacher inquiry, and a professional development tool based 
on videotaped cases.

TL16  Facilitating Online Response  
Groups and Building Community

Location:  Willis Conference Center, Lower Level, 110
Presenters:  Shari Williams, Little Rock Writing Project;  

 Natasha Whitton, Southeastern Louisiana  
 Writing Project 

This workshop will examine ways that technology tools may 
be used during the summer institute to build community 
and foster writing and response. Participants will look at how 
the Southeastern Louisiana Writing Project (SLWP) devel-
oped a local online response group, modeled in part on the 
E-Anthology. Rather than highlighting the mechanics of the 
process, this workshop will focus on the goals of facilitating 
online interaction, both for the E-Anthology and for SLWP, 
and how both forums are viewed by the session facilitators as 
an introduction to technology for teacher-consultants.

TL17  The Digital Classroom and the  
Changing Nature of Composition 

Location:  Willis Conference Center, Upper Level, 202
Presenters:  Susan Artkras, Gary Ryan, Gateway  

 Writing Project 

Using examples of student multimedia compositions, pre-
senters from the Gateway Writing Project will demonstrate 
and discuss how each step in the drafting process reflects an 
increase in techno-literacy and problem solving. They will 
also explore the shift from linear to nonlinear communica-
tion. Using qualitative methods of action research, the pre-
senters will then further examine, along with the audience, 
the impact of students’ increasing techno-literacies on the 
social and political dimensions of a cutting-edge, technol-
ogy-rich learning environment. 

TL18 Inclusion, Equity, and Access: Bridging  
Gaps for English Language Learners

Location:  Willis Conference Center, Upper Level, 205
Presenters:  Natalie Bernasconi, Central California  

 Writing Project; Joe Bellino, Maryland Writing  
 Project; Michelle Ohanian, Northern Virginia  
 Writing Project 

This workshop will focus both on strategies for reaching 
diverse communities and on the use of technology in work-

ing with English language learners. Participants will examine 
strategies that some sites are using to reach diverse commu-
nities, and will also collaboratively identify ways to overcome 
computer access issues that many teachers and students face. 
Finally, a few digital technologies that have been effective 
with helping English language learners both improve their 
writing and interact with students in mainstream classrooms 
will be demonstrated.

TL19  The Social Web: Building Interactivity  
into Our Sites’ Websites 

Location:  Willis Conference Center, 7th Floor,  
 Executive Board Room

Presenters:  Bud Hunt, Colorado State University Writing  
 Project; Troy Hicks, Janet Swenson, Red Cedar  
 Writing Project 

Two writing project sites—Colorado State (CSUWP) and Red 
Cedar (RCWP)—will share their thinking about how an in-
teractive website can support the teacher-consultant commu-
nity, contribute to new literacy learning, and help site leaders 
better communicate throughout the school year. If you have 
a laptop, bring it; participants will get to see “behind the 
curtain” of the CSUWP and RCWP websites and talk with 
the presenters about how they designed their websites and 
why they designed them that way. Participants will leave with 
resources for building their own interactive websites.

TL20 Thinking Strategically About  
Technology in Support of Site Work

Location:  Willis Conference Center, Lower Level,  
 Amphitheatre

Presenters:  W. Scott Smoot, Kennesaw Mountain Writing  
 Project; Corbett Harrison, Leah Keuscher,  
 Northern Nevada Writing Project 

Good technology site plans can become great technology 
site plans with a thoughtful dose of strategic planning. The 
Northern Nevada Writing Project (NNWP) and the Kennesaw 
Mountain Writing Project (KMWP) will discuss how their 
sites’ strategic planning enhanced their work. NNWP’s direc-
tor and technology liaison will share how strategic thinking 
shaped the revision of the site’s technology plan and how it 
has become one of the strongest pieces of the site’s overall 
program. KMWP’s technology liaison will discuss the essen-
tial questions that pushed his site’s technology work forward, 
particularly in continuity and inservice work. Plan to share 
what your site is doing with technology and to leave with site-
friendly ideas to take your good ideas to the next level.



�:15 p.m.–5:15 p.m.

Applying for NWP Network Minigrants
Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor, Salon E

Minigrants from NWP special-focus networks provide 
opportunities for sites to seed new pilot programs, expand 
and deepen existing work, and build leadership. Network 
minigrant coordinators and other network leaders will take 
participants through the process of creating a minigrant 
proposal and discuss successful proposals and minigrant 
projects. If you have an idea for a project, bring it—there  
will be time for feedback!

The NWP and Teaching Writing Today
Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor, Salon H

Join an informal discussion with NWP Executive Director 
Richard Sterling and Deputy Director Judy Buchanan about 
current issues in the teaching of writing that writing project 
sites are facing. This session will include an update on the work 
of the National Commission on Writing for America’s Families, 
Schools, and Colleges and its latest report, Writing and School 
Reform, as well as a discussion of the challenges and opportu-
nities facing writing project leaders at their local sites.

Catch Up with Updates on Exhibit C Financial 
Reporting and Other Financial Questions
Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor, Salon F

Join this informal Q&A conversation with Mike Mathis, 
NWP director of grants and contracts, focusing on financial 
reporting issues, streamlining site-budget reporting and 
record-keeping processes, and discussing your questions and 
concerns about the business end of running a site. 

A Time for Writing and Reflecting
Nashville Airport Marriott, Ground Floor, Salon G

Need a time and place to sit back and reflect on all that you 
have been experiencing and learning? Here’s a space for some 
quiet time where you can write about your reactions and new 
ideas. Come and go as you please. This room is reserved for 
personal writing time.
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Friday

Informational Discussions and Writing Time 

2007National Writing Project
Annual Meeting

NOVEMBER 15-17
NEW YORK CITY

Watch for annual meeting 
updates online at 

www.writingproject.org

save the date
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Saturday Overview

Saturday Schedule of Events

NWP program and network leadership team meetings are held throughout the day on Saturday. The National Council of Teach-
ers of English (NCTE) Annual Convention will include Encourage Writing, a strand of sessions led by NWP presenters. Be sure to 
visit the NWP booth at NCTE.

Time Event Location

8:00 a.m.–5:30 p.m.  NWP Writing Strand at NCTE ....................................................................... Opryland Convention Center,  
 See detailed description page 21 ...................................................................... Hermitage A on the Magnolia  
  .......................................................................................................................... Mezzanine (Level M)

900 a.m.–5:00 p.m. NWP Booth at NCTE (Space No. 210–212)  ................................................. Opryland Convention Center,  
  .......................................................................................................................... Ryman Exhibit Hall

The following meetings are for specified leadership teams:

8:00–9:30 a.m. Special-Focus Network Minigrant Coordinators Meeting ........................... Willis Executive Boardroom

8:30 a.m.–4:00 p.m.  Technology Matters Facilitation Team Meeting ........................................... Willis 101

8:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m.   New Site Leadership Institute Leadership Team Meeting ............................ Willis 109

9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. E-Anthology E-Team Meeting ....................................................................... Willis 104A

9:30 a.m.–2:00 p.m.    English Language Learners Network Leadership Team Meeting ................ Willis 110

9:30 a.m.–4:00 p.m. Teacher Inquiry Communities Network Leadership Team Meeting ........... Willis 103

9:30 a.m.–4:00 p.m. Urban Sites Network Leadership Team Meeting .......................................... Willis 205

9:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m.      Rural Sites Network Leadership Team Meeting ............................................ Willis 202

12:00 p.m.–3:00 p.m.  National Reading Initiative Leadership Team Meeting ................................ Willis 104B 

3:00 p.m.–5:30 p.m. Technology Initiative Data Meeting .............................................................. Willis 110
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Saturday

NWP Writing Strand: Encourage Writing
The NWP Annual Meeting is held in conjunction with the NCTE Annual Convention, which includes a writing strand, Encourage  
Writing, sponsored by the NWP. The strand of writing workshops will be held at the Opryland Convention Center in Hermitage A on 
the Magnolia Mezzanine (level M). We encourage you to register for the NCTE Convention and attend Saturday’s NWP Writing Strand.

8:00 a.m.–9:15 a.m.
Double-Entry Reading Logs:  
A Reading, Thinking, Writing Connection
Location: Opryland Convention Center, Magnolia  
Mezzanine, Hermitage A
Presenter: Joe Bellino, Maryland Writing Project;  
Chair: Jill McHenry, Middle Tennessee Writing Project; 
Recorder: Jeff Todd, Middle Tennessee Writing Project

Double-entry reading logs are a tool to help students work with 
all types of reading material. They can be effective for skilled and 
struggling readers alike. In this workshop we will simulate the 
experience of readers challenged by difficult reading material and 
demonstrate how double-entry logs can be used to guide class-
room instruction. Students who have used this technique have 
been surprised at how much it has helped them both to under-
stand what they read and to improve their writing.

11:00 a.m.–12:15 p.m.
The Write to Question: Using Student- 
Generated Questions to Revise Writing
Location: Opryland Convention Center, Magnolia  
Mezzanine, Hermitage A
Presenters: Chris Condon and Pretta Condon, Great  
Valley Writing Project; Chair: Carol Miner, Great Valley 
Writing Project; Recorder: Stephanie Harper, Middle  
Tennessee Writing Project

Participants will learn inquiry-based strategies that foster  
content-focused peer-to-peer interaction, enabling English 
language learners to generate, expand, and revise their writing. 
These strategies are adaptable to a variety of writing genres and 
are useful for diverse student populations, including students 
with special needs.

1:15 p.m.–2:30 p.m.
Rural Voices Radio: Encouraging  
Writing with Authentic Publishing
Location: Opryland Convention Center, Magnolia  
Mezzanine, Hermitage A
Presenters: Emily Noble and Tyson Gair, MSU Writing/
Thinking Project; Chair: Beverly Barnes, Middle Tennessee 
Writing Project; Recorder: Angela Pope, Middle Tennessee 
Writing Project

Memories of a treasured place, a beloved grandmother and  
her feasts, or special moments with a friend; fishing stories and 
tales about favorite pets; tributes to parents or other memo-
rable people; proclamations of hopes, dreams, and goals for 
the future—these represent the kind of writing that Mississippi 
students create and publish on Rural Voices Radio. Join us to 
talk about supporting writing, giving confidence to writers, and 
providing opportunities that “assigned writing” does not.

2:45 p.m.–4:00 p.m.
The Need for Community in a Writing Classroom
Location: Opryland Convention Center, Magnolia  
Mezzanine, Hermitage A
Presenters: Judy Jester, Pennsylvania Writing and Litera-
ture Project, and Brenda Krupp, Pennsylvania Writing and 
Literature Project; Chair: Missy Owens, Middle Tennessee 
Writing Project; Recorder: Jamie Shell, Middle Tennessee 
Writing Project

Join us for a learning activity that builds community and a  
follow-up discussion about how motivation, talk, authentic  
purpose, and community building contribute to learning in a 
writing classroom. How can we use this particular class activity 
and the lessons learned from it with our students to establish a 
community of writers and thinkers?

4:15 p.m.–5:30 p.m.
From Beginning to End:  
Writing to Learn Across the Curriculum
Location: Opryland Convention Center, Magnolia  
Mezzanine, Hermitage A
Presenter: Molly Coffman, West Tennessee Writing Project; 
Chair: Gay Akich, Middle Tennessee Writing Project;  
Recorder: Mac McDonald, Middle Tennessee Writing Project

Most teachers do not view themselves as “writing” teachers, and 
they delegate that responsibility solely to the English department. 
And many English teachers feel they simply do not have the time 
to incorporate as much writing into their daily lesson plans as 
they would like. Still, most would agree that writing is a vital and 
fundamental skill with which many of our students struggle. This 
session will explore a variety of strategies for including low-stakes 
writing on a daily basis in any classroom.
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Willis Conference Center

Lower Level
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[Use shuttle from Nashville Airport Marriott.]

Upper Level








