
 

Students spread their literary wings at Writing Camp 

 

Brian J. Lowney/Standard-Times special Samantha Botelho of Westport and Isaac York of New Bedford share their writing 
during a recent session at the Swansea site of the Summer Writing Camp sponsored by the Buzzards Bay Writing Project. 
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SWANSEA — When Isaac York packs his duffle bag for summer camp, he doesn't bring swim 
trunks or insect repellent. Unlike most young summer campers, he stuffs his bag with pens and 
blank notebooks. 

Isaac, age 13, heads many summer mornings from his New Bedford home to Case Junior High 
School in Swansea Village, where he and several other students attend the Summer Camp for 
Young Writers, sponsored by the Buzzards Bay Writing Project. The program is based at the 
University of Massachusetts Dartmouth Center for University, School and Community 
Partnerships in Fairhaven. 

The SouthCoast project is a site of the National Writing Project and is a nonprofit K-16 
professional development provider that serves teachers at all levels. The project's mission is to 
promote exemplary instruction in every classroom and in all disciplines across the curriculum. 

The summer camp, which began in 2008, was created by the BBWP for young writers in grades 
4-12. A similar program is held in Somerset for students in grades 3-4. Students explore writing 
in several genres, including poetry, prose, fiction and nonfiction. 



Students who attend the Swansea camp have the option of attending two, three or four-week 
sessions, and many participants, like Isaac, have been attending the annual sessions for several 
years. The camp runs four mornings per week from 9 a.m. to noon, and includes outdoor 
writing sessions at some of the village's historic landmarks, such as the old cemetery located 
behind Town Hall. 

"I love to write and it's one of my passions," says Isaac, a member of the incoming freshman 
class at the Global Learning Charter School in New Bedford. 

"You can write alone but you can't share alone," the young writer continues, adding that he 
enjoys the camaraderie of his peers, listening to their work, and receiving feedback about his 
own writing. 

"When we come back Swansea every summer, we have friends who are here for us," he notes. 

Another camper, Samantha Botelho of Westport, returns every summer, despite having 
graduated from Bishop Connolly High School in Fall River in 2012. She'll start classes at Bristol 
Community College in the fall. 

"This makes my sixth year," Samantha says, adding that she's one of a handful of "alumni" who 
are now attend college but who return to the camp every summer not only to write but also to 
mentor young writers. 

"It feels like a family," she says. "What you write is a big part of your self, and being able to 
share is the best part." 

According to Rob Ostrye, a faculty member at Bishop Stang High School in Dartmouth for 41 
years and director of the Swansea site, the summer program teaches more than writing. 

"You learn so much about yourself," he notes. "It's so nice to be able to write with people who 
are writers." 

Ostrye, a resident of New Bedford, says that he's usually more excited about the start of 
summer camp than the students. 

"Always my first posting of the summer on Facebook is 'Camp has finally arrived,'" the educator 
chuckles. 

The Buzzards Bay Writing Project, which serves students, teachers and school administrators 
from Swansea to Cape Cod and the Islands and several other communities throughout the 
state, recently received the "Celebrate Literacy Award" from the Cape Cod Council of the 
International Reading Association for its "exemplary service in the promotion of Literacy." 



The award was presented to Diana Grady, director of the BBWP, in May during the reading 
association's annual banquet held at the Daniel Webster Inn in Sandwich. 

Grady, who taught English at Case Junior High for 38 years, adds that the BBWP also offers 
several professional development opportunities for teachers of all disciplines throughout the 
school year, as well as an Invitational Summer Institute held annually at UMass Dartmouth. 

She said she hopes that the BBWP will eventually expand its service to facilitate writing 
programs for community groups, such as senior citizens. 

"Everyone is excited about what's going on," says Beth Whinnem, an English teacher at 
Fairhaven High School. She added that workshops and writing retreats offered by the BBWP 
afford teachers an opportunity 'to bring back energy to classrooms, informs their teaching" and 
also puts the educators in "the student's seat." 

Whinnem says that it's important for students to see their teachers writing and struggling to 
put words on paper, so she makes a point to write along with her students during classroom 
writing assignments. 

Program volunteers Dorothea and Russell Maynard of Swansea, both retired educators, 
conducted three separate six-week long writing camps last year for fourth grade students at the 
Alfred Gomes School in New Bedford. 

"These kids desperately needed to engage in writing that wasn't going to be graded," Dorothea 
Maynard emphasizes, adding that many of the topics that the students chose to write about 
focused on the Whaling City's vibrant history. 

She adds that some students, who were initially skeptical about the after-school program, soon 
realized that they could write for enjoyment and were eager to put pen to paper. 

Cynthia Bliss, an English teacher at Wareham Middle School, says writing workshops and 
summer camps help students find their "writing voice," build self-esteem, and give the young 
writers a sense of empowerment. 

For some students, attending these programs is a life changing experience. 

"It's an area that they never thought they'd be good at," she says. 

For more information about the Buzzards Bay Writing Project, call Diana Grady at 774-929-
3002. 

Link: http://www.southcoasttoday.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20140718/EDU/407180301 
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