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Many may not associate social justice issues with their English class, but 
Linda Christensen has spent a large portion of her career studying and 
writing about ways to do just that. 

In her book, Christensen explores social justice issues in the 
classroom. Topics of race, gender, sexism, power and many more 
are encountered and discussed throughout. 

“(Christensen) incorporated her own students’ stories, it’s their 
actual lives as she was teaching the students English,” said senior 

English education major Holly Matteson. 

From her years as a teacher in high school, Christensen collected many stories of her students 
and gained hands on experience in approaching the delicate issues of social justice in the 
classroom, according to WSU’s department of English Visiting Scholars Series website. 

“This is great for students to see someone who’s taking theoretical stuff and making it practical 
in the classroom,” said Ashley Boyd, assistant professor of English education. 

This unique combination of experience and theory has allowed many to take her lesson plans 
and see what Christensen’s own students have come up with, Boyd said. Christensen’s work is 
in critical theory and teaching social issues in English. 

“This talk is important to show that you can discuss sensitive issues in the classroom and be 
successful,” Matteson said. 

One example of a successful lesson plan is one that utilizes the poem “Where I’m From” by 
George Ella Lyon, said Boyd. It can be used as a poetry lesson where students learn about the 
construction of poetry but students also learn to tell their own stories and bring their own 
culture into the classroom. 

Christensen taught high school language arts in Portland, Oregon, and wrote “Reading, Writing, 
and Rising Up: Teaching about Social Justice and the Power of the Written Word.” She is also 
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the director of the Oregon Writing Project (OWP) at the Graduate School of Education at Lewis 
and Clark College. 

Christensen will further discuss some of the social justice and English education theories in her 
presentations. Most of her curriculum comes from the language and lives of students who ask 
critical questions of society, according to WSU’s department of English Visiting Scholars Series 
website. 

Christensen has recieved many awards throughout her career, including the Humanitarian 
Award from Willamette Writers and the U.S. West Outstanding Teacher of Western United 
States according to the department of English website. 

“Writing Towards Justice” will be at noon in the Bundy Reading Room today. “The Politics of 
Language: Teaching About Language and Power” will be from 10:35 - 11:50 a.m. tomorrow in 
the Jackson 53. 

URL: http://www.dailyevergreen.com/life/article_5f184ade-e01a-11e5-a18b-efc40fffc8c1.html 
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